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By THOMA S JOHNSON.

^le ., great fathering of DuWin citizens at the Mansion 
House to acclaim the..social revolution in Russia, .was a sign 
to* a'U ^parties - in’ Ireland*, that 'the - people in demanding- in-^ 
dependence are. not :goihg ‘to-be satish^ -with a mere political 

, change,-no;matter how'cirasine. What'they,,need, and are 
qiucfely; coming ■‘.to '.reeognise,\is a/change.,^of . social <^and ; 
economic .‘Wtlatioas, It 4s not only ’:to British autliority that 
'tkis is U;;warning; it is a-.reall-to ;the.conservative forces of 
.aU .^^politljiah parties -to--rally -to • tjbe ‘ defence of the existing 
..c^iaL, order. All'these people w'liose* prosperity is dependent 

/;updh the •institutions*, of'T-pnt, interest;.or profits, or ‘ who/cah 
bovpersuaded that .the national well- being edn be built only 

. u|:^n-a’;basis-of'ca-pitalistn—^^Hhe most foreign thing-in Ire
land ’ Wwi.ll be told that their pwn and thi-eir -country’s future 
.is endangered if any. countenance is given to the doctrine 
that Rabour is,king,: • . ' • , ^ ‘

■ labour also must take. Warning.-. We-acolaim the Russian 
reyolu.tionj-and our . hearts-respond to the call of the Russian 
p^plei.to .join..with'’the workers - throughout war^ ^stricken 

. tjumpe.-in * dethroning ImperiaLism-^and .Oapiballsm in our re- ; 
spenti-ye.countries. But,‘..as, we, asked-at the'meeting in'the 
Mansion House,.are we-.pfe|>ared .to .take-action if opportunity 
ofiers? .Is .tjLaifour organised. ^su:®.ciently? ' Are our| trade 
unions and our’ tr.ades .co.uncils'your co-operativ.e societibs and 
our. ■Laboii r. parties prdpefly., supported. and in close enough , 
relations, tp; become, the. centres.of/.economic life .in'Ia new 

^ •society ? V Are/, our ■working/class leaders: or spokesmen de
voting time'and-ehort ih‘rea.ding and;study and thought to - 
fit •therhselves for the duties that may be ^forced upon'them?
. .Ihi^ framework of.the, neu:.,Russia consisted of4)0,000 co- 
operatiye groups in ■ town and country^ organised -within the 
pasl:.six^or ,seven'years. .4. The.active*meh and women who 

• m^je - thd revolution had devoted .years- to the' work of pro- 
pa.gauda, to 8tu%, mental discipline,- and -self-sacrificing ser- 

of’the people. . ■'VVhile‘Ireli^d’ h bat ohe Connolly;
Kussia has produced hundredsmen and women of »great 
intelleetual power, ’ devoting -their 'lives "entirely to the. work ^ 
of‘;(xrgani9ation, -iiucatiou and agit^^ and receiving in 
return no reward /But persecutmn.j''' imprisonment, poverty,

The Soviets—^the councils of workmen, of pea 
soldiers—^who' are now in power in Russia, liave, their.inisn 

,, equivalents in the trades councils, the agricultural oo-opefa- 
tive societies, and—dare we say it?—the local groups'or-the 
Irish Republican army. An Irish counterpart of. the.Russian 
revolution would mean that these three sections, co-operatingj 

. would take control of the industrial, agricultmrtr and ^ social 
aetivitie-s of theeiiation. Power would no longer be'in the 
hands of the -wealthy nor lautlioiuty be -wielded by the nominees 
of an"Imperial Majesty. Industry would be directed -towards 
supplying the .wants of the Irish people and. agriculture ■ to 
providing food- for those engaged in industr/, P’ppd. and 

. hoiise.s, clothmg and education, these 'Would bp'provided for 
. all the people, by the labour and service of alt the-people, 

before any luxuries or superfluities'were allowed'■to any-. / Ihe 
private profit of . the private proprietor would not •'then .deter
mine what class of goods shfuld he produced, whether:catHe 
should be ‘raised -or corn grown, the needs of Ih©- people 
would decide. . .

Probably, as in Russia, the first act fotind.^to l>e^iieeessa,ry , 
would be,. loiHo^Rung the example of the capitaEstio^^goy^n- 
ments at the •o’utbreak of war, -to declare a moratorium'(4T 
tliank thee,. Jew,-"101* teaching me., that word 1”), suspending 
temporarily the repayment of debts and making illegal all 

..interest! By this act alone the income of the workers.'wo'dld 
be increased about 25 i>er cent. .

..Til© land of the country would be made free of acxjess to 
those who t^ere -willmg to cul-fcivafcc it "fco the best oommuhal 
advantage. Ihe Dublin housing problem •wb.uld he imme
diately tackled, and might be made less pressing -by a d'is- 
tribution of the congested population from the -tenements 
over the partially occupied mansions of the suburbs 1;

‘These are a few of the things that ■would-hkppen if ‘fn® 
Bolsheviks came to'Ireland, It is right that our friends who 
join -with us in a-oclaiming the Bolshevik revolutxoia ^^oulu 

‘ unders'iand ^its implioationa, - It means that as society 
based upon* labour, Dabour shall rule. And 'that meang^^ 
complete overturning from the present state 
•&ough isociety.is based upon labour^ capital 0:0^.
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OPINION Pbbepaby 28, 1918
'Ajuur-m

killed. How miicla oliads will equal Dublin, suffers '
chaos daily, as witness tlie lives of one-tbird of lierpoonle 
• The workers of Eiissia cry to' thqworker..$ of Hemany aiKj 

• Dugland^ Aitstr'ia and ^France, Belgiuto and Ireland, to'come 
. to their aid, to save the,rf-voliition. They appeal.to their 
comrades in aJ| belligerent oouhtries to stow the holocaust 
to look at home for the enemy,; to* save th© workers’Ttepublks 
of Russia by establishing workers’ repuMies-tbpoughoai 

■ • Burope,.... ' . ,• ' , ; ;
) 0-ermany and Austria are showing signs qf i^esponse, Scot

land and England are fretful and feVeidlh, Fx'ance is still in 
bondage, Belgium strioken too low to rise, land Ireland P—ghe 
tri^d her strength and was ^forced baokward but now re- 
cu|)era'tea/ Be assured that when their brethr-en of Europe 
tbeir working class comrades of Britain call for assistance in 
the great struggle for the "dv^^throw* of Kaiserism, Imperial
ism and Capitalism, the 'common people of ‘Ireland . will 
not be backv/ard. . *

*«If i' C '
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PAPER revolutionists
■ Q

' ■ >

[ THE HEVIYAt or FEUISAtl^M IN
r . , ■ t •

To the Editor, Irish Opmion.’l
for the witty contributors to The Voice ^ Sir,-^Bome -*of the eviC.ted tenants l>c-
of Dab our.’,[ I suppose the airgumezit is longing to the Ashbown estate, appMcii
that the editors pWriters should, have Teoently to the Congested Districts^Board |
organisetTMessrs! Burcell’s girhworkers. for small holdings, in the Woodlawn d's-
An.individual, a mpre middle^class.person, trict, a-nd the answer was a' printed form
was hardly likely lio' succeed wdiere ,Curk over,the namw of J. B- O’Binen, and tlic
Dabour failed—the reGent advent of following two elauses may be of intercsi# 
Messrs. Shannon and Houston, And’ to ah soids .and conclitions'of Irishmen’— 
what would the Typographists ‘ and the (d) The Board,'when dealing with > 
Transport AYorkers have ^aid if a- mere applications for untenanted land will cot--
outsider meddled with Trade Union work? tinne to consider most ,favourably any
The promoters of these t>u<niphiets worked , applicatioxis from eJigibJ© -persons who. *.! 
gratuitously to help the■ workersbf Cork have or had sons serving in the Army of 
to educate and to better themselves. Did Navy, o who have themselves p 

. they _ ever get the smallest thanks or 're- (6) “ Any applications reeetved from a 
cognitien? Oh, noj They sold’in.Cork person who is not eligEh!©^ or who is net,
(under cost price) I,f5p0 copies of ‘Toverty a member of the family of an eligible per- 
in pork.” What did the Cork* workers son cannot be onteihainedv” ^ i
say? Thanks for helping to expose- the Tho money advanced :ta buy out'the 
sweating and, the slums Oh'no! They mavag-e landlords ninder/the'M Land i
said it was dreadful that the gMs in th*! Purchase Acts have, nosuch clauses* in ;
printing works w,creyiot in any Trade them, and the officials of. tltG C,D. Board ,•!
Union—-wbioh these, same editors and pro- should, at least state when and by whom '
moters had been shouting for two years, - the aimve. planses weib inserted? In 
T1J £ whiolx they brought Migs, Aiatid view* of tlie fact that the woirkers in all.
Eden hro-m Dublin to lecture on ‘‘ The countries, from Russia, to Galway, arecle-/
Organisiation of Wo.meii Workei’s.” Pretty raanding the land of -tbeir fathers,’'’and' 
straight advice that Trade. ITmonists overturning * thTbnes, ,grand dukes a,ncl 
should themselves do their own work .and ( landlords, when-they try to obstruct the 

' oxpect it to* be done for them by will of the people, it .appears the height 
teachers or cha-ritable societies. «• ■ of folly for a gang of ‘^permanent oE-

And now comes Mi’. E. Guff with the cials ” to! try and re-establish feudalism, ' 
' final giihaw, . After stating that the girls ex-militairy protectors, to bolster up
uvhobelped to,piint these pamphlets were remains of aclass wlio arerespon-
underpaid, he asks, triumphantly; Does isible for many an empty larder aiid *
Father Gaynor .stiil' feel surprised that pauper’s grave in Ireland.and America,
extreme Socialism is gaining ground in . The birdB of the air, the fish that come
Ireland?” Let nie-sugge,st very respect- unto our rivers from thp shores of New- 
fully to such Socialist lire-eat©r.s to stop foundlanci,'the mineralsJn the bowels of 
alLthis vague rhetoric, to cease throwing "^he earth, were all claimed’ as private 
mud at friendly individuals and institu- Tvoperty by the landlord class. It is time 
tions, wbo. are , sincerely and dis- ’ people took a hand in the game! Time 
interestedly democratic, and to imitate is nylng and famine knocks at the door."-
those fine organisers, Messrs. Shannon Yours,-etc., .
and Houston, who hav© wmbed so gener
ously and successfully for our sweated 
B'ls'bers

In your last is.sue an article on YtThe 
'!Revolutionist-s,”jrritten byE. Guff, pur
ports to -Sihow tltafSinn Fein, i.e., the 
movement to secure Heland’s economic 
and political freedom,' is somehow immicaL 
■to the claim's of Trish Labour. The author^ 

• is entitled to his opinion, though jt is not 
mine. will only state. thtt 't-he more I . 
read ‘‘ Irish Opinion,”'the more uncertain 
(lo I become as to the political policy of 
;iris'li X/abour. . *

A&4cf^e writer’a attack on The Cat h- 
olic Oluil^^b—-which he undertakes to viur 
dicate against ‘^the Catholic Hierarchy 
and priestho-od ”—wdll only record my 
individual coii'v;ietiou. that tliis -kind of 
thing is needlesisly offensive to Irish Oath- 
olios and is-not calculated to ^ help tho 
cau-se of Irish Labour,. I respect fair dis- .

, cussion, sincere difficulties, -plain speak
ing, But what exactly is' the object of 
cocksure ignorance and contemptuous 
banter?

- . • ' -5 ' ' ■ ■

However, I am asking the oourtesy of 
your space, not to wirite a reply to this 
and some isimilar article's, but to point 
out the error of one of Mr. E. Guff’'S 
references. ^'We have,” jhe says ' ^ba 
Catholic Social League •m--Cork--'s'ave the 
mark! Its pamphlets are publii^hed • W 
Purcell t% Co.” I presume the
mark!” is meant as .an interjeetibn suffi
ciently contemptuous to dispense with 
argument or a definite charge. ’ ’Tour ■ 
readers might hardly infer from this a>efer- 
ence that the Catholic . Social League, 
though still working under great difficul
ties, 'has been the irustrument of securing 
cheap milk for hundreds* of poor in Cork 
find has peirsuaded the. guardian's to make 
a very substantial increase in the allow’- ‘ 
ancestor outdoor relief. It has puMi^eef 
no pamphlets- whatscj^ver. The three ' 
pamphlets to which the writer alludes are 
bp®. P^^vate. venture *of the edi'feors. 
Cmriously enough this is not the first time

made in the page« of 
Irish Opinion ” to these pamphlets. Had 

they bfen on Chaucer or on the Moon, 
wey wofild evidently be quite blameless 
But because they were publisbedj at pri 
vale expense, in order to shpw up the 
■socxal conditions of Cork and to help Irish

evidl^ntly a. iw targ^- ,

.

an

“RONALD.”
• THE

lElSI Wf!0WA§SUR0,C& SOCIBW, •
HeM O&ee: B Andrew St, . ■ '*

f'
®t*^kfeel surprised 

that m some Irish people the idea is gain
ing ground .that no professional'man can 
try to^ seiwe the cause of Labour with*out 
getting abused apd kicked for - his pains'*^

. "I Y, ^ ■ *- =■
. A. B-*

A purely Irhb aoU 3 myiWs appHyate for ItTSEinea apl@ to pusja;ie$s^.
A.S5ti r atvee.
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■INTERNATIONAL ■ NOTES
•S- ' •

represents the overthrow o£ ihe’Majority 
Socialistsj and'la yicbory for 3^nguet.apd 
th© Mmoaity grqtipj which now rc^sresonts 
the hulk of ITehcSi Socialist opshioh; In.> 
terms of peace this means that. French 

^ Labour favours immediate^ peace without 
annexations or indemnities, an intei’- 
liatioilal fund to repair war looses, and 
the right^ of self-determhiation for all 
peoples, including a referendum in 
Alsace-LoxTainc, Tliese ter^ are an im
mense advance on the previons proposals 
of the Maj ority group, and! bring loanee, 
Germany and Austria into 'line with the 
main point * ^ ‘ ^
It is np to Henderson now to f<3lo.w Hie 

of' ouir Continental comrades. “Wlien - 
will the Bntish Labour Tarty get rid of 
its abject faith in the governing class, as 
witness the preposterous pretence that'

. the demand for- self-determination 3ms 
• been met in Ireland by the handpicked . 
Ckmveaition ? Lhat'is the sort of , thing ■ 
that raiSeiSi a suspicion against the pc^si- 

„ biJity of any real democratic movement in 
Bngismd. • The English have b^n .and can 
be always fobbed off with some feeble 
substitutes’^

be dune before the much-advertised 
Browming machine-gun can he turned out 
many qiiantitj', and we may be sure tha,t 
General Oiesier is taking the most opti
mistic view of the situation. So that 
even if we.had a million men in lAance in 
time to create an offensive in 1918, we 
could hot begin to equip them with the 
most vital ,of all the waaifons of modern 
warfawe.” By all acenunts tlxe^Hun edm- 
temp'iatos no such hilch in hfis 1 18 offen-. 

, sive. ■

AMEBiaAM LABOUR PHOTE^Sta.
A few week*e a^o the^press was filing 

our ears with reports of the wonderful • 
and. enterpriwSe of_ the United 

Stat^ Goveimmeiit in dealing with the 
problem of cOal shortage. ;■ As,we men
tioned at the time, ships-•were lying idle 
in American ports waiting for ooalt in
dustries wnre slowing down for want of 
fuel, just when speeding up was required ; 
.and great hardships were being isuffcred 
by the, people, .who W'ero without means 
of beating their ■liom-e'S in the middle of a 
pbenomonali'y cold winter. Then came tlie 
stories to illustrate''the ros^urcefnlness of 
the government in tlio, facen-f tiids .serious 
crisis. A ffvo day stoppage of all indns- 

• tries, oxedpt a few labsolutely essenti’al 
trades, was orderod, -and Mo.nday. was 
deoroe'T-a weekly holiday until further 
notice, •while drastic ' reductions and 
economies, .wore prescribed Jn all cases 

■ where the consumptioh of coal ‘ •^’•as in
volved. The deligiit -of ^ our kOpt press 
kn8w_ no' bounds ;at thiS' ohaitactetistic 
exlnbition of w%at America could do. 
What it curiously omitted to mention, as 

■' is now evident from the Ameiican news
papers, is that these stof^ages and holi
days called for.th the united protests .of - 
aU gectionsj of American workers. oThe 
friends of deni^racy had quite forgotten 
that the morality of capitalism is, no-em
ployment, no money. 1-Th© American ex
ploiter-patriot iseij&ra the opport'unity to 
dock the “workers for all days on •which 
•they were forcibly prevented from wcirk- 
ing by— the governmentiis regulations.

‘ . Even Gq^mpers'foresaw this result of the
,; Coal-saving scheme,' bfut the goveraiing 

classes were .too intent on the •war for 
deihocracy to trcublo S,bout the conditions 
created at home by that war.

•eno

Pastoral r^aoifisrti.
Tile volume of pa-storal eloquence for 

which tlieTrish Hieraxnhy has. made itself 
responsible this .Lent,.snows that in one 
commodity at least there is no war short
age. We welcome The .'Soniewhat tardy 
declaration of sympathy with the Pope’s 
proposals for peace, and trus-b thah Irish 
workers wilT note that their ,spmtual 
ghardians have -now followed hhe lead 
given by-Laboui.’, whicb had no^ hesitation 
in immediately raMying to fhe pleaof his 
Holiness ooi'belialf of ci'vilisatioii. ' No 
qualms as to the possible revWal of the 

‘ Temporal Bower .nave interfered - with 
Socialist and Labour support, although 
that oongideration was obviously at the 

“hack of that provision in-, the Anglo- 
Italian treaty to ignore Papal diplomacy. 
Fortunately, Labour i-s haunted’ hy* no 
Catholic bogey equivaleht to that .wliidi 
makes it a patriotic duty to 'Sitpport any 
enemy ^ of viviani, irrespective of the 
intrinsic morits of -the qucBtion at issue. 
Solidarity, not suspicion, is the guide for 
Labour in such cases, .as is proved by the 
universal esteem in which the peace pro
posals, of the Vatican are 'lield -amongst 
internationalists.

,, TIib cW.,lKasian,
Ottfie .mure &8’pl^'’re»ijS(i's 'wititeoii',' ' ■ 

orous compliments to Woodrow Wilson 
on his reply to Ozernin and Herbling, hie . 
nobility of mind being contrasted with 
the loxv cunning* of Lloyd George. Mean- 
•vv'hiie the American papers, aroo filled with 
screame of rage against the Bolshevists, 
who are accused—-ancl rightly—-of being 
oiit -bo destroy wha-t is most American, to 
wit, unenliightened and unbridled caphal- 
ism. The eloquent doctor, as we have . 
already hinted^ does not 'Speiak without 
the collusion of his Allies, for-how, other
wise would .thqse alEah'ces hold together r* 
Oonse^'ently, it is safe to aBsum© that 
when Balfour isaid in the House of Com
mons that Wilson him'self could find no 
d'^erence hetw'oen HertHng and- Czernin, 
fee knew exactly •what _ he was talking 
about, unlike •felxe admirers from a dis- 
tanhe of thc' Wilsonian dialectics, More- . 
over, Oven were •the President per.sonally 
the altruistic pacifist he is alleged’ to be, 
he depends on American capitalism, and 
what Amedean capitalism tbihks and 
does, its sub^iejmed press can testify. Why 
then tliis farce of the divine inspmation of 
Woodrow Wilson .P Wait -until he starts 
explaining away the significance of those 
uplifting sentiments of Ms, which delight 
the uninitia'ted, as when ' he rwently 
assured .the American profiteers that he ^ 
meant nothing serio-us when -he spoke of 

, ^ ‘ linedohi of fr^^de 1 ”

\'

«) ■The Awakwiing 6f Frendi Labour.
.Signs are plentiful to .show tliat^ the 

working classes in France are realiging 
the imperative necessity of a Labour. 
o.ffensive, irt all the-belligerent coun-firies, 
to make an end of the Imperialists an-d 
Knock Out Blowers, -who are. unable to 
extricate humanity from the bloody 
muddle into-wMcb llui’dp#is plunged. All 
the B,adical and Socialist papers of late 
have been adorned with lengthy -blank 
spaces, indicating tire passage of a more 
candid cen-sorsliip -tban that to-which we 
are accii'stomed. Significantly, these 
blanks all occur in “reports of the resplu- 
tidtts of vairioue Labour organisations, 
and are manifest proof, of the revolution- ' 
ary temper 'of the people. The ‘Toyal” 
Socialists, like Sembat, Herve and 
Thomas; have lost all credit with their 
class and are becoming wholly identified 
with the reactionary groups. ^When the 
Socialist Federation of the Seine met to 
discuss the Versailles mote, and to pre
pare resolutions for the N’ational Coun
cil’s m.eeting on the Ifth inst., neither 
Sembat nor Thomas dared to - put in an 
appearance. Their supporters had-onN 
1,470 mandates out of a total of 10,D9fi, 
and could'send oaily three delegates out 
nf sixteen to last Sunday’s meeting.'This

- Ce<ttmg on With tbe Wart
Hie same fatal blindness whidi pre- 

• ven-ted the' press-frOm seeing more than 
was necesfsary to winning the war ” in ; 
the coal shortage remedy, also excluded 
from the current view the deduction made 
by ^‘Town^a-nd Country,” an American 
Weekly, which comment^ upon the sitiia- 
tion as follows: It is absolutely inipos-' 
sible for us to traifi and 'ship enough men 
to Europe to have any decisive influence ' 
cu this year’s -campaign. If we’ bannet 
even deliver enough coal in Mew York to 
start the engines of the ships in the har- 
botirj how in the name of goodness are we 
going to ship a million men to France, 
with an their guns and supplios, and 
hundreds of thousands of service troops in 
addition to the fighting men?” How, in
deed ? We echo the que’stion all the more 
readily, a-s wq have already tried in vain 
to point out in'" this- place ;-that these dis
quieting interrogations are commonly 
heard on all .sides in America. “Town 
and <^untry ” mentions, for example, one 

, detail from the mass of information of a- 
similar character which has been disclosed 
by an official commission of inquiry into 
the work of the. War- Department.
“ General Orozier has tolcl us that it will

■an

SUSE “ VUiCE OF LABOUR RECORDS"- 
- ■ Poster' Stamps—on your coi'a-espcaidouc^.

Series, of Bight now ready, each •\T-i'tIx an 
’ .apt ’quotation from St. Ambrose, John 

Mitchell, jbfntan-I/alor, Jam-os Ooimoxly, 
etc. Bundle of 32 for two penny stamps. 
Irish Labour Press, 27 Dawson 0U UflsUA;
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Lecture by Cathal O’Shannon

a

• k

O’ ■■•

struggle against capjtaKsni^:aM.'^imperial*' ' 
isin. Tlie. repVjBlic'Ke’waiit^d^^^^w^^ ii'ot.‘a 
repiibHc like .tliPse of Fi*aii^ aM •
but m literal fact liEe 
sbeviks^ in;' Bussia. ■; " And ' Cpn-
nqlly, was ^a Bblslievik: if ’ ever" tbere;,. wbs 
one. ; FcU* Isbs tKe ISolsbeyiks lliadibande^ ' 
ilie land bagk ;to ’tbe people .and.’tH^ 
diistries' back to the (Wprkers/; so^ wnidi 
al^ -'Oonttplly.. It' ivas' important • that 
the-,similari%‘ of ,ideaf? between v.the Bol
sheviks and. Gonnpliy.^ should .;be';und^r^ 
stbbd. Tins similailty was ip^ 
stiiking in: their'eoiiecptioiiiof. the work 
aiid ’place .in history;of?;the GonStituMt 
Assembly or. in general'*-of what were 
called' represehtati're . ihstitutions!. / Cdii- 
nolly held that ^representative mstitii- 
tiohs were^not an end in 'tfiemselyds^'bht' ■ 
only;, a' means, Ip . end/, a/*■ stage'.?]in 
transition '.' of the evorutfon • of " society/ 
anil .the,duration / of -tlmt transition 
would 'be determined- .circumsta.nces,
So .^with the Bblsheyiks/ The’^iistituent 
Assembly, they had oUtlived-.its.
function and its.'abolitionVwas right,- ne
cessary and'es^ntial. The ^neiti stage 
was that found?in* tlW Soviets,Hhe state 
desiderated .by ^Connolly? and/the/Social-.. ^
ists’^ goveinmeut/mot/byy terfitorial’^bht 
by. n'diistrial representation. / Here agi^h 
the lecturer. quoted'.at.^.'i6ng.tb‘fr6ih.CoW 
nolly’s writings ahd/directed'* his.-.hearers’ 
attention to ’the . similarity " of. ideas iji , 
Connolly’s “ alisih iWiade ’ Easy/aip 
in. the extract /.from •■IJehin’s ^ apseih. "
■^he -jiissolution of • tlle^Oonstitnent ^i-As- 
sem.Dly^ ns quoted. ’ti::.the ■preyiduhsweekis 
Irish,Opinion/’ It this that / ex-^ 

plained -^vby, ■ as' ptyihoff had ,tdid the'
Irish Labour 5 delegatio:^./ iLettin; ■was so 
much^ interested dn .^Gonn oily ' and r* in his 
works.,; As’the matural allies and; friends

, ^he * Ipnins,' .Trotskys, 
Jiiebknechts, aye, and .Ditt&anns; so Gon- 
nolly would have-fought for his-ideal * of 
hhei'*ty as . sto'utly in Bussia last'
Germany and ■ Austria this vear in?' Oroat 
Britain’ next' year,, if/the^English/ % 
fecotch' workers have', the; stuff of ■ revqIu- 
Mon in’' them, as he • did ■ in Ireland' ^ at 

• Easter, 1916. ; For ’Gbnnolly^ was ' the * 
dauntless fidend h o-f ' liberty; the world 
o'yer^ the rebel ■ aii4 the - revolutionist 
everywhere and at all times,.- though he 
was happiest ■when fate staged the scene 
for him in Ireland. .

Nationalism and internationafisni.
Tr> summary both his Socialism . and 

Hationalism were to he found in- the de
claration' of principles of the old Irish 

■ Socialist Bepublican .Party and the ori-- 
ginal “Workers’ Bepnblic’^‘as they'were 
to he found in The Haip,” in his pam
phlets and books and “in the “Workers’ 
BepubUc^/ of 1915-1916. a.t this and 
other stages the lecturer quoted exten-; 
sively from Connolly in illustration/of 
his argument. Connolly’s .interpreta/^ 
tion of Irish histb.ry, con-binued tlie. lec
turer, ivas to he found in his “Labour-in 
Irish History.” lie found that the. con
quest of Ireland wms - not duly political 
"but economic as well, iiot only economic 
but political as well. Freedom, 'then, 
must mean revolution and the re-oon-' 
quest of Irish liberties must mean, not 
only a politi-cai reconquest but an eco
nomic re-conquest, a re-conquest' that^' 
■would ensure liberty to every . man, wo- , 
man and clijld in Ireland. Nationalsts 

; must recognise that and so: must Bocial- 
ists. Connolly thus found iiothihg .-in
compatible between his Socialism and 
his Nationalism, and in tliis he had the 

* support • of a Socialist authority ’ whose 
internationalism could not be c^ied in 
question, for Karl Marx-him self had said 
that the Irish question was not only poli
tical and economic but national, , that 
Irish- freedom indeed was essential-'to 

"the emancipation of the English working 
classes, for Ireland always blocked Eng
land’s way^. particularly in Bussia and 
the United States (that might have hpen 
written, added the Tectiirer, of'1916-17- 
18 instead of 1869)y aud.. England ■ could’

. hold Ireland only by- the most ruthless 
^ oppression and the most bdioiis tyranny; 
Connolly was a good internationalhst , 
who recognised that without nationalism 
there could be real, internationalism.

* , -e . . _

Connolly and iiie Bolshevik Republio, .

Then what kind of freedom, what kind 
of republic did Gopnolly work and , fight ' 
and die for.For the Socialist Bepublic. ^ 
He w^ a class co^cious Socialist who' 
recognised the class, war ‘‘or .the • class 

' struggle. The class struggle had indeed 
become familiar to us thpough its'Ger-- 
man name, Klassenkam-pf, but 'just a-s it 
was the Irishman Thompson who' was 

* -the direct predecessor of Karl Marx, so . 
it was with an Irishman^ the Chartist, 
James Bronterre O’Brien, thaU the con- 
ceptmu of the class struggle had origi
nated, being, of course,’ ampliffed - and 
elaborated ‘by Marx- and Engels. The 
lectu'ter: then proceeded to show liow 
^nnolly proposed to marshal -iho #6fk-' 
mg class in an insurgent army in the

At 4^ invitation ctf.the Belfast Exe- 
of Bmn Wdp, Cathal* O’Shannon 

h^nred'on James’ Connolly to a fairly 
l#rge mMeUGB in St/ Mary’s Hall 

nisht.' '
on
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in History,
Hf " Connolly, .the lecturer said, had not 

tsikeh any , part m. the Insurr^ti on' of 
Week his place would still he^^as- 

shred/'both in Irish history and ,in the 
history of International Socialism. Tliis 
place he had won by his labour/3 on he- 
hitf of;, the'Irish working class by his , 
p^n^r work in; the interpretation of, 
and his revelation of the economic factor 
iai IH& history, by -his application to 
Itish conditions of Socialist theory and . 
Ms. exposition of that theory in the light 
of -IfiiSi oonditiohs, and by his contribu- 
t^ns to bo-feh the fugitive and the per- 
nJanont literature of Tcvolution,* Socialist 
and Nationalist

•t,-

HatlondVistni 'Socialrsm and Revolution.
. ^The sources of his Socialism were to 
b|.fotttid in his deep study of Socialist 
'theoryj .particpiarly of Marxism,, in his 
own personal exiier.ience, and in his^ead- 
ii% of the historical struggle of the Irish 
p^ple; -So too'the sources- of his Na
tionalism were to' be found not only in 
Ms Irish origin and all that origin im- 
plied, but as^ well in the study of Irish 
history and in large, measure in his So-* 
cialism, for to Connolly Socialism meant, 
not cmly happiness, peace and bread, but 
li^rty as well. His whole life, thought^ 
teaching-and activity had thus, tivo as
pects, ^cialist and Nationalist. He -was 

• a ■’ ime revolutionist, - not merely a revo-" 
lutio'nary Socialist but a revolutionary 
Nationalist, net . only a revolutionary 
Hationalx-st but a revolutionary Socialist. 
Some Socialists could ^see, in' hi’m only 
the Socialist, some Nationalists only the 
Nationalist. Both were short-sighted 
.views, for without considering hinp in 
Ms twofold aspect no one could arrive 
at a -whole or complete view* Connolly.

erroneous was the idea that Ms 
Nationalism ^ was the gr-mHli of his last 
years, for in truth from his first'puhHc 
activity in Ireland in 1896 until his last 

« apd final act m the great adventure of 
1915' Cqnholly -tvas all the time openly 
and defiantly Nationalist Socialist, Be- 
pubHcan and Bevolutionist, and in fact 
he' was. thd first to advocato that the 
Irish? Bepublieans should form a definite 
pca-itmal'party "and claim the representa
tion.and suffrages of the-country, a po- 
licy. thaf the EepnbUeans had only begun 
to earn,' out . within the past twelve

on

^era! fntemting replies fo Cliff’S
the light next weiik.
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^ Ask your . newsagent to k«^ “ Irish
Realtors weredisappomte^l last week..
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INrt iifwi^s
■ A itnk© of th^ cSerkis-a^BoIand’is 

h§.s vf>^ein pla^ aft^ loiig and fruitless 
n^otiatioiis .to enfoic©' a deiuaiid for an 
3jibre4^ of 15/*^- p^'weelc**’" Boland’ s best 
offk- was 5/- per week’for two men.-ont 
ofYSdV"'■ One -of vtbe;cWks;with‘ very;re- 
sponsiMe duties is enjoying 25 per week 
after 29 'yeafs’ service.’ • V'

publifi crocks.
file Buhlih Grocers and A^intnefs Ein*

‘ ployers’ As^eiation has^refused to recog
nise ■ the " Assistants’. 'FnionC: have

. every confidence that Mr. ‘Hughes ^d’his 
Cpinmit-tee^wili proceed on sound lines dn 
their-suhseddent- actions. ' iVleantimej’ the 
workers • of Btihlin.know -.what to do. B^ 
mand from^evdry publican;a declaration 
that'.he is ' psmpared? -to recognise' the. 
Bnioh,. If he; does. not ' agree-^gO elsei 
where. - Hit Bintig in his pocket. -

S’--.

Dublin Laundries , . , _
Kegptiations.h^ve tak&tt plhce hetvnen 

the I.T.W.IT.- and the laundry owners, of 
wliom liie ‘la tter pleaded that ^the 'subsi
dised '‘competition -of the' institutional 
laundries^pretented them giv ng'SUch in- ■ 
crises to thdiy ' workers-as they, would
de^fe." vBurely repapsenbatiohs to.' the 
authorities of these institutionsfooiild'Se- 
cure a re-arrangement. - : - * •

. /

Belfast' ..
I-, suppose never in - the his’tory: of our 

country .has,, there been ,the - same,,desire 
f or *' woa*king-class organisation- ^ as »exists 
torday.Here in'Bel^st among the men, 
at’ any rate, it’'is only a small'■ minority 
who- arej- outside ' the, tradeand labour 
umpns’, and. as,-for- -the many .’thousands 
of ^ women-workers here, not one-fourth of 
them, are -in the • lal^Ur . unions, bu.’t '• in 
apite/df this f^t, ’ it^is„-very encouraging 
to'- see how, they are joining iip to-day ; 
they are ;,simply • flocking into; the-^^ Tex
tile’Operatives’ Society,” /^Th-e Workers’ 
TJad,ph,” ' and , the - other .labour unions 
w'hich cater dor them in. this district.

V.'The Workers’ XJnioh ’f. andtthe /*' Na
tional Ain^gamated-T!rnion. of dLabout/’ 
the two-big Hnions hero' V^ho embrace the 
unskilled. and•.,^mi-skilled, . are -baking • a 
vote, just now with .the; idea pf converting -, 
these;, two ;;big Unions into one, • There 
ate branches j of. these 'tTnions' in every ■ 
part of ^‘Cflster. • ■ One .branch T know of • in 
Belfast ^ hl.s- a ^ menibership of 5,000, all 
engaged in engineering since tje ou-b- 
break of" war. • . The members, of • this 
bru^h -have ^secured increa'ses of over a 
hujadred per cent, and in many cases con
siderably ; more,- .-sihce. the outbreak * of 

; By the power, of '.organisation' they. 
have secured shiUing. for - shilling along 
with their,highly-skiHed.brethren. ,

’The spirit' of' organisation which is in 
the air to-day is increasing the ’member
ship of .the T.U.B., ’ Many, of the young 
men-are . beginning'' to. reali'fee that the” “ 
oi^ - No i Hoin^ Rule ’ ’ 
ppveity question; the cry. of ,,aa • Irish 
Repubiic won’t-solve the poverty ques- 
•tion. *An eoohomib boycott or fob

war.

.cry
won’t' solve the

‘ .<> ■
\K
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• lbwihg Sir Edward: Carson and .Lloyd . 
Geoi^ is playing the game of the proii- 
teers and ore-estahlishing the Irish and- 
British .Huns iu power. So come in yotfr 
thousands and join, the XX.P. or.S.PT., 
as Socialism is ■ the only remedy for pov
erty and all social wrongs.

Belfast and Coal Pnoes. .
The Belfast Trades Oouncil held a spe

cial meeting last week to discuss the re
cent advances in coal prices. Alderman 
Wheelbr and Mr. :T... G. Ward were pre
sent, and gave some information regard
ing how. the workers are being fleeced. ^ 
Alderinan Wheeler.has for a year and 
mdre:done his utmost to farce the ^Gov
ernment to take over the shipping en- " 
gaged in the coal trafiic between Great 
Britain and Ireland. He has been‘turned 
down at .every poii|b, and has had' little 
or ■ ho,support’ from his fellow-corporators.

. 61 Ward is a coal merchant who 
has tried’ to fight tbe local coal ring, and 
in -the .fight has been severely hit. It is 
not part of the Trades Council’s business 
to take sides in a quarrel between mer
chants or capitalists, but it is very use
ful ’ to iget first-hand information from 
ope. who knows the business as -to how 
the profits are' distributed. Mr. Ward- 
told us that the price fixed ‘for f^l -’at 
Garstoh is 25/6’per ton; the pric?e to
day fixe,d by the Coal Oommittee, in con- 
iu^ption with'-the importers, is 51/- per 

~ Ion. 'For freight-and distribution we pa.y 
25/6 per ton, and out of this the ship- 
owner-gets 15/-. Bre-war freights were 

. about. 5/“. or 6/- per ton.- A steamer 
carrying 600 tons would ' make easily 
three trips a fortnight (more likely four 
and sometimes five). Tc-king three car
goes of 600 -tons each at 15/- a ton, and 
we have £1,S50 freight. Allowing 33 1-3,' 
per cent...for. expenses,^ a very liberal al
lowance, leaves the ship-owner £900 net 
profit for a fortnight’s work of one sliip- 
A similar state of tlungs exists in regard 

' to ’bhe Scotch trade.' The freight, is fixed 
at 9/6,-^and-a boat can do three .or, four 
trips a-week.’ The fact is, as, Alderman 
’^^heeler pointed out, that hy means of 
the excess -profits tax the Government 
taxes the poor consumers from threepence ' 
to sixpence for every cwt. of coal bought, 
and ^lows the sMp-owner’s and mer
chants a commission of 20 per cent, for 
collecting the tax. • They fix prices and ^ 
freights which are* exorbi’fent, the excess 
profits are taxed to the extent of 80 per 
cent., the poor must pay the exorbitant 
prices, and out of the excess the (^vern- 
ment squanders 80 per cent, in the. 
maohin-ery ’ of slaughter and the ship
owner wMlows in scandalous* luxury out 
of the 20 per cent.-^the share of the 
plundcir he is allowed ■to r^ain. ^

' A mass meeting was arranged for Sat
urday ^temoon lart, but owing to heavy 
rain it»was postponed, until WeflneSday 
night. If the people of Belfast are dis
satisfied with’the existmg’ state of afiairs 
m regard to cjoal they have a chance now - 
to ^ow their mettle. Or are they,still 
eontent to be led- by the nosef

Mir.' T;

• «/
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IN IREtAND. Blacksmiths ami ironworkers.
The .amalgamation of the Associat^' 

Blacksmiths and Ironworkc?^’ Soemly and' 
the, XJmted Smith's’ Tinde Union,, .of Bub** 
lin, has now been- complete* corn-* 
bination is due maanlyito the unlirjbag 

/forts of Mr, »Iolin Beatty, the Exeeuti'V-a 
..membe^r and District ^qmtary foi' tlw; 
North of Ireland. Up to arecently tlie • 
amithy workers in the indus-trial cen^^’ 
of Ulster were practioally an unorganised, 
'body, brit to'-day, thhuks to Mr. B»ttyis 
active'work, he can dBunt iipon over aix 
hundred members, which fact, to' -iho^ 
eemversant with the oonditions of fibib m- 
dfistry, speaks .volumes. ‘ ‘

Not content with the work of organise 
tion in the North, the Bistriefc 
has latfei'ly directed his attehiaon to tie 
smithy workescs further ^omth, wilSi fa 
view to united action. vSince Jxme, 191^, 
discussion has been taking place b^'ween 

,^tlie Associated Society represented ' By 
Mr; Beatty , and the Unit^j Smiths of 
Dublin relative to the desirability, i.of 
amalgamation, with the result tliiat the 
fusion’ has b^n practically oompiefa^ 
thereby more than doubling, the mmew''* 
cal streii^h and' immensmy mcnea^ji^ . 
the . fighting power of the ooinhin^ 
XJnions. ' . /

Now .that the amalgamaytion ques^-on. 
is (Settled, efforts are being inadte.to r«e^ 
all the scattered units .in the outlying 
districts around BuWin. Mir. Beatty ^ex
pects within the next few*^ weeks to piy 
an organising visit to BuMin for this p^- 
pose, and then to, proceed fudher-.tp 
Cork, Ifimerick, Galway,^ and 00er 
to attemptoto gather in to the Tra^ 
Union fold the. unorganised.. smiths, , 
hammermen, and forge workers • of , tho^ 
places. With a compact org^isatiqn ^ 
tfiere is no irea.Svon why the conditbu’S 
vailing throiighout Ireland should not-/bo.

' raised to level of the best. „ , - -j
“We bespeak for Mr. Bbatty a. cordial 

- welcome, and wish his Ufiion siiodi^; ^
' \

Portarlingtofi. . /
"We are glad to leam that a 

,lias at last.token place Itotween 
.Ru'S'sell’s and •the repr esen-tortives -bf 
l.T.'W.U. We hope this is ’a preludeb'to. 
a' settlement. Tfie Union is. in. a.'posftiqn 
to carry on this dispute. mdefihztely, .aa?^ 
we'suppose Russell’s could.aisp put 'upia 
long fight. The folly of 'such'proceedings 
is apparent, and we^auggest that a.;pol^ 
of give . and take on toth; sides- 'v^uM 
bring peace. We learn that Messrs .-'Rp^ 
§ell’s strongly resent the infetonc^^ that 
might be drawn toom a ptrevioiis par%* 
graph/ that'they conhived .at3he -arrest • 
of the l.T.'W.U. Orgami^r, Mr. .
We had no intention of suggesting that 
Messrs. Bussell’is were in 'any «^.way; re
sponsible for the action of the politer

Tuflamore,
The- threatened strilc© of agricul'imsa! 

workers has -been postiwned 
meeting of the Wagps ^^ard tltts; w^k* 
We would advise estate agents to 
a more conciliatory attitude / to " 
workers.- Tiades Utuonism 1ms 'come to 
stay. The Scottish ♦Famt:'/
Union we learn, Is claiming fisr’plougfe*
men. a nfimmim. wagq.af. 45-/^

;
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valu-es are tlio risixl't oi of
po;g>uiatioii 'u.|:^oxl a Bmall area. The peop'le 

• who ixoXd tE© tod have in mo-st eases, 
added . nottog whatever to ^the pmmry 
vaitie of the landryet pbe derdarxcls they 
make ike sO' exorhitof as almost to 'pre
vent all efforts at slum- eliminatiom ^-fh® 
whole questjoii in all oiir towns and cities 
will have to ho taken as one problem, and 
we trust that a national housing policy 
whl result from the conferv^nos. suirtmoned 
Mr hlaster ■ Monday in DuhliUj^ by the 

'Xnincrick Housing Association. ‘Wo. tinist 
that an;integral part of thatjmlicy will be 
the provision of allotmenis of at tost one- 
cighth of an aero with eacli Imusse., The 
whole question of town growth and exten- 
Mcm, ^‘virgin -soil ’’ housing, town lilan- 
'-ning, and adequate transit facilities must 
•'he eonsiclcred us part of one great pro
blem. . We hope that the conference*will 
fully consider the lessons to .be learned 
from the exi^eriencp of (Germany, and 
gium. These two countries hate much to , 

‘show us, and we trust our houtog re- 
' formers will seek the knowledge.

that light. To say that l.HP.; has 
never wmvered in its allegianco 'to Irish 
self-govornment/^ dooa, .^not go to 
onpugh. We -w'ant to Imow ii the principle *, 
aabptod by the 'war motorandum k 
to,apply • to us, and ""if no'4 ’wh:^ not ? ■

'Mmsfiek -Hettsing* “ ; , ■ ^ y ,
Evidently th© workers of ^I^hnoriek are

■ now thoroughly aroused to the importance 
of the housing conditions under which 
they live. Eor some time a housing asspt

. ciation has them working to rouse, the 
,>vorkers bn the oijo sid^ and the, authozi- 
tfes on the other to an adequate- redog- 
nition of the horrors of Lirmerick slums. 
The slums' of Limerick, Mr., M. J. OTto-' 
nor pointed rmt at a recent meeting, if 
they do not-cozier 'SO large an area, are as 
bad as anything in Lublin. We are fami
liar with what Jnmeiick tolerates in the 
way of ’toms and vre are of the opinion 
that the problem in. limerick is greater 
in ^proportion to population than that 
which Lublin must solve. As Mr. Stev^^^* 
.son, the chairman of the Limerick Hous
ing A-ssociation, pointed! out at the Town 
Xiali meeting, cnly 191 hohses have been 
built in Limerick in the past thirty y®urs, 
and' at this rat©, he' said, it wb-uld take 
about 300 fears io solve' the slum problem 

‘in LimCridk alone. ?To properly rehouse*
■ the people of Limerick will require nearly 

2,000 new* houses, which number the 
housing association is of opinion should

■ be erected ^as part of a great national " 
sekeme of rehousing the xyorkers. The

/solution of the lagriculttiTab housing, pro- 
. ; blem -/'wa*^ undertaken as 4' national' 

'question and there is no reason., whatever 
why the same Imsis should not • be taken 
fora Solution of our urban slum proHem, 
Air. M, O’Callaghan stated at the Lime
rick meeting that owing to^ th© lack ■ of 
new houses the corporation -was unable to 
enforcOith© sanitary law. That this is a 
very serious state of things few will deny . 
The slums,^ the courts, the alleys,- th©

* roadA of Limerick are a disgrace/fco any 
(dty or- any. country' with any pretensions, 
to., the title of cmlized. Some of them* are .

- woi'se than the worst Lublin can show,
* and the effects of slums, in' death rates 

and infantile mortality are apparent in 
Limeriek as they ai’^e in Lublin. To im-

• prO’'^® the horrible conditions under which
so many of our fellow citizens live, is work 
we commend to all who ■S’cek^o. Jmppier ' 
and healthier Ireland, ‘ '■

Tfi!© AgHcuiturar taliour^r.
The efforts now ■being made to •qifganis& 

agricuiturai l-abour look like meeting with f 
great success. In; every part of the couii. 
try, north, soitth, east and west, the pro-* ' 
cess of organisation is in being, The- 
Irish Transport 'Workers’ ITnldu has been, 
doing excellent work for tnany yearb and • 
now several other drgahtotionS aro' also' 
doing the work. ’ The wage at which the 
agricultural, labourer was forced'to wmic 
in pre^’war days was-disginc© to our 

/country. How- it could W expected that, 
these intn‘-co-tild live, and if ear families/* 
on an awefage wage of txvelve sliillmgs 
weekly, passed our 'comprehension.. Ev'eu ’ 
the wages fixed by the hsw Wages Board, 
as Air. iVIallon pointed out in a previous, 
fesue, cannot'be regarded as .satisfactory. '

, ''Hi© labourer in th© country, like the 
labourer'in the town^ must learn and in list , , 
understand that it is only by trade uiiioii . 
yrgantotion that his Working conditions ' 
can be. improvecl.^ There is a difficulty m 
''the country against which our. ufBah 
workers have not t'Q, contend. Our toivn 
workers -ai’e- in .constant and coaitinuons 
touch with-each other, they Jive in-close 
proximity and have opportiinitto of meet
ing and discussion. These .are denied to 

' the rural labourer, -who often i.s>.s©paraM 
-by miles Lrom his MIqws. ^ Energy) dw 
termination and enthusiasm can oVercorfic 
ail obstacles, even that of distance, and 
we hope , these qualities will not be foimd 
wanting in - our agricultural toourers. . 
The- Tipperary ^d King’.s' County -lab
ourers, in addition to ;trade union organ- 
isatioh, .ate'• org-anisihg co-operatiVe 
stores.. ■ This is a step in the‘right' diree- 
tion. There is small, us© in having an 

■■ increase in W".ages'^if that increase goc^s 
merely to th© enrichment of Ipcal'.shop* 
keepet*s. To the workers of Bosorea and 
Tullamoir© we wd'sh every s-uccess in their 
trade union and co-operative organtotioh.
The two' should always go- together,, as by 
such, a combination -we shall -be more 
■quickly ip a position to control industry - 
and to develop our industrial resources 
npoE a •co-opemti've basis. - '

British Labour and ifsland* •
■ Til© . Labour Ijeader ” of February 
14th, publishes an article by Mr. Noel 
Buxton, on Baboxir’s AVto AimsJ’. in 
which -he -shows, what we have .already

^pointed out, that t-he- British 1/sibour 
Party’s peace terms do not differ essen- 

‘tially from.those of the Imperialista. Ooh- 
tinental opinion hasd^ecn quick to- grasp 
the' point and to make me most of it. "We' 
have ..pointed -o-ut before uhat 'what Britis-h • 
Labour seems to aim at is not a League of 
Nations, hut a Leagxie of Empires. ■ In 

’Henderson’s- recent leafiet, s'oatterod 
gra^tuitously., throughout Great Britain 
and this .-omliitryj that gentleman states 
the aims 'of*British labour to be ^'the. 
absohito fredbm and integrity of Belgium, 
Serbia, Eumania and Motitehe-gro ancl the 
establishment-on -a firm basis, of a lea.gu© 
of nations' and people for mternational 
co-operation, disaimamout au-dAth© pre- 
xmntion .of iutemo pvaifare.” Nothing 
here about the principlecof the right of 
every ■ people -to determine its own des
tiny,” to which the war-0101,3 m-emoran- 
clum of the British l-abour Party pro
fessed adherence. Whep. the w.ar ai,m» 

Ammorandum waa published we .o4ialIerI-gecl 
the British Labour Barty to stgte de
finitely it$' -attitude towards thi,s oouiitiy. 

'Th© >oinl:y refdy was Henderso-n’rs recog-. 
nition of the Convention. 'We stand by 
th© right: of self-determiimtion a;nd w-e 

' demand it© ^plication’ to’ Ireland. At the 
end of Mr, Bhxton’s a-rticle'-the ‘^Labour’ 
Leader ”' print© ah .©xtraot from this 
paper declaring that right for our coun
try. Our pomt is ana-lagousi to that

■ raised'by Mr. Buxtpn,. but we ar'e met by 
•the reply; ^-'^The I.L.B. has never wavered 
in it's allegtoc© to Bdsh isolteovorn-

^menti” ''That, is not ©hough. British. 
Latmur sa-yn it .aecepts, the -right of each 
nation to determine its o-wn government.. 
W© ask.ftoir an explicit and dofiniti ' ' 
ment that Ireland^, with others, wi

i

%
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; A MatsWLllWOStim *
^ In Ihnorick, an toLublin,^nd in fact 
m all of tho. older Irish towns', th© great 

1 barrier-fco immediate housing reform is® 
• lack of theneoassary money. To -atte-mpt 
a thorough (reform in- Lubhh will require 
several millions of pounds, in Limerick 
tone, ^800,0^ will be required. To 
brnm about the great ohange, now so ' 
proudly ppmted to, in tii© housing of the' 
rural worker, .has already cost about four- 

^ and a half million’s of pounds. To solve 
*t.ua wobim of our city tod town toms 
wnlbeanmamensely more costly business. 
Xhe qwneirs of^houses and;'the owners of 
laim an our cities and towns desire to*' 
make the greate-st postible profit out of; 
any soheoie for th® .afaolitioa of .slmna. The.

. 4tfl5e!rsnee la the so-ealM lani v-alaes in,
torn and- country makes the' urWn hou$-‘

^ oteofmmrnhmM,,

. f‘‘ FomareJ ” on murphy.
Boss Muitoy in 'Lublin -runs th.© tr-anP 

ways amd rather unneceissarily annouhees 
that his company did not profess to- b® 
philanthropists'” Irish Independto'V’ 
6 / 2 / IS). He' hints • at an inorease in 
fares to bring his ditidenel up to 6 per 
cent. and says^ that on ©very other trem- 

. way in the Kingdom as far as he cto 
. find o.ut,. th-e fares hare .feen'misod.,

Wrong, Boss-1 The Gk-sgow Municipal 
.tram-fares foaye not been in-Croased.

And this -shows how <^©aplv .h© takes 
the pubic Lubitn

!• ■
I '

K



It’s as I’ve always heard/^ Hyadimth Hal'^ey
in liady G-regory’s play qI- that name; “' that the 
greatest crime of all, is to obstruct the police, in the , 
discharge of its duty.’.It setos that this statement, 
which has times without number-excited the laughter 
of Abbey Theatre audiences, is literally true. It is 

•possible to take the lives ,bf many people and escape 
what is iegally called punishment, bu;t nobody can 
assault..or interfere ydth ‘ the police, with ' impunity, 
(iaptain Bowen .Colthurst was proven- to have been 

, the cause of many deaths. He ordered the shootuig 
' -.of Francis Sheelxy-Shehingt'On and other prisoners from * 

the guardroom of Tortobello Barracks.; He shot a 
boy named Coade in the public street. He did all tlais 

' In the sacred name of/authority, in the name of la-w
and order. He was'a-, soldier in eomniand of arrheh 

^ soldiers, and he used his position in such a manner .. 
as to constitute himself a danger to the community, 

.liom him few were safe, and it was'only the mercy .. 
•of God that saved many, others from the fate of ,
' vSheehy-Skeffington. ..The man who went to London 
to make representations to Kitchener on the subject 
was relieved of his command. " He was degraded, and 

\ attempts made to disgrace him, while the alleged 
lunatic was retained in his command. No repai*ation 
has yet been made Sir Francis 'Vane. And no-w 
Bowen Oolthufst is free. He has been discharged ; 
from the Broadmoor Asylum, /where hfe was interned, 
and is how being treated in a convalescent home.* The 
homicidal maniac- has ■ been ■ cured and‘is once 
more a. free man. His rapid cure w-ill reinforce the 
scepticism of those who believed he -w'as- merery homi
cidal akd not a lunatic, to those who believed his 
shootings had their reasons in politics and caste rather 
than in lunacy. ■ But he w'as interned as a lunatic during ^
" his Majesty’s pleasure.” Hie has not been punished 
for his killing, and now the pleasure-of his Majesty 
is that this man-killer is a ht and proper pWsph to mix 
freely with his fellowM It is surely ironic! ■

^ To turn to another case, that of Batrick Higgins;- 
HiggktS did not belong to the landlord class. So vw

TheI

*

Grimes.

.nevdr an officer in the British Arm.y^ He never idiot 
or W'af| .the cause of shooting ^‘anyoneHe was never ,, 
certified as a Itmatief Patrick Hig^ns was merely 
a BuWm labouter,- and" was consequently. fair game 
for ah', that calls itself authority in this countiy., 
Higgins', was -a striker—a striker in the great strike 
of 1918-'l4. Buring the coui^se of the strike when the 

^ poIice' w4re innmiig amok, he . assaulted a policeman,
. and Was isayagely sentenced for several years to penm >.

* servitu^. He has been in gaol now for nearly four 
years, HCe haw home his punishment, even though 
that .punislimeH.t be undeserved and sayagely vindic
tive. The time^ has come when Higgins must be re-

, leased. Had he been % landlord or a capitalist with 
mAuentiaV Wrire-pujling friends and :acquamtancea, his ;

, 1 release would most certainly have .been efected saterai 
years' ago. But being merely^ a labourer, merely a 

. member of the , mob, He was without these inffiaentisl 
o.onnectipns, and has continued to seiw-e has term of

• penal servitude. ‘ Since his .incarceration 'Dublin him 
had-little tima to, think, events, have followed each 
other -with too great a rapidity for Patrick Higgins^ 
suffierings o bo:;re.membered. .We hope they^ have 
not .been entirely.forgotben. His .foHow-Workefs, liis 
feHow-strikei^ in the ffamous hght *of 1018*14, ^' musi? 
now wake up tb the fact that, he is In jail. An imipe- 

■diate demand must be made for hiarelease,”and
must insist that»our demand is listened to and acceded .
-tc. 4Tlie glaring difference between the treatment of 
Bowen Colthurst qnd • that of Patrick Higgins illus
trates for us the Ctpmparative importance attached to 

‘ the social status of each by those in'whose keepiug is 
legal justice. Abstyact justice demands equal treat
ment for all, no matter to what, class they may belong. . 
But the admmistraticon of .legal justice is in the hand^ 
of the landlords and the capitalists. Begislaiaon ala* , 
is in their hands; legislation is in their hands because 
economic power is i\n their hands, and the politick 
powder is used hl’ways- in the interests of the class. 
Patrick'Higgins, was treated so harshly, not so much 
because he assaulted as because he Was-
part of a great army threatening the economic 

^ supremacy of the oapitaiists and the landlords, whose 
' representative on the Bench of Justice sentenced him 

to penal servitude,. Higgins was not judged ^by his 
peers; Bowen* ColthursV-vms. Higgins-was visited by 

/ all thbh^nt desire for vengeance on the part ^ of 
the employing class, while ^Bowen Colthurst, JoF in- 
finitely greater ofence gpe^'unpunished. There is a 
lesson in‘ad this for the' workers of our icountry.
They must have Patrick Higgins released; that wnl 
be merely incidental to the gffeat campaign* The great 
bampaign will be for the co,ntrol of industry, .for the 
abolition 'of' wage-slavery, aind for the economie free
dom''of bur workers. .Before the workers reach '(he 
victorious end that must culminate this eampaign, it 
in probable, that .ms^ny new nrimes -will be made by 
our governing classes. ThesO crimes will be mercir, 
lessly punished, but if our trades .-unions are strong-^ 
better still if vre Have only hn0‘unio.n for all^wo can 
march on assured that victo2^ must ultimately be 
ours. Meanwhile the release of Patrick Higgins nm^ 
be hastened. His crime .is the'greates^t .crtoo of id 

y *-^0 yi.m a worker in revolt^

t
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co-ordimated efforts of titt©; WAter-* 
&rd .Trades Ooimoil and tiie' Siwfn JB’ein' 
Oiub tiaye'at last eoncentrated - public - 
o|>in^ii in the city upon tbe grave/dangers 
CX' a food .shortage. Following- a*, poxifer- 
ence at the Trade^ Hall, a comniHt-ee was 
apj^mted to -devise ways aM'tneans-oii: 
gipng effe<3t, to one or othex* of the .two' 
schemes submitted by Brof.-.M,; J. Whee- , 
iez^viz., that, the Corporatiovti guarantee 
a sum of money "from the rates for the 
purchase of oats, potatoes/ and. other “ 
ixmiiiKidities, or, that a numlae'r'of private 
guarantors be secured in the'city ior. an 
amo^t sufficient to cover the purchase 
oi those commodities. At th/a same time, 
a deputation was appointed to .enlist the 
support of the Corporation,^ and ‘amongst 
tho^ who waited on the latter body . 
such .genuine friends; of democracy 
SfJ-.. S.TX. Dr. V. 6.
yto. Prof. M.-J. 'Whoelar, St. John’s 
College; an^ E. Dalton, President Trades 
Coun.(ffi, Ihe Ompcration wem appax'- 
enrly sympathetic to „ the .scheme,— 
tbpugh wmy of them, to not at all lit© 
to ctIp down a beneficent project that 
was fatlaered by two swefe common or gar- ,

were
as

den ’deffioeratie bodies. • But the spectre 
of ail indignant .public opinion is a power- 
fui'expedient for* sfirring" up the dying 
emhe)rs .of .conscience, uliey,, however, 
d-eclared they had np power to pledge the 
rates, bixt apik>inted a CJommittee to' con
sider the-question. ^That Committee haa 
signalised its. altruito” by asking the De- 
paa-tment of • Agriculture for x>articukrs 
as to -the quantities of potatoes, oats, 
pigs, etc., in the cbuntry, and Whether 
that body could^ suggest- a w^^y but of the 
pre.sent 'fobd crisis. I fear sucli circum
locutionary method ^ will avail little. It 
is a time for hustling, not 'resoltiting.” 
It is pleasing' to - hear that Dr. “White and 
Ihot,• Wheeler (Sinu Fein Club),have ah 
ready secured theUamefe of a number of . 
guarantors, - through whose munificence 
F®., .scheme of. purchasing food' may • be 
facilitated. The Trades .Council Commit- 
teeis very energetic, dn the meantime.

I am- sorry tp' sa# that shme ’ last I 
wrote the locabFood Control Committee 
has yielded -to the demands of the '‘Milk 
Ring'’ by raking the retail ‘price from 
1/8. to i*r 'gall<jn and'to© wEol&sale 

by Id.'j to 1/7. This is a-cto^ly to$

/

,*

i

Food Waterford
>»

in
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Artful Arthur’s Evasions
As hbh^ng'this vie#, and, if in what 
/respecd^ such a GoAvention differs from 
that which the Crerman I^eadeors pro
posed in regard to the future govern- 
mMt& of Foland, lixthiiania,^ and Gour-' 
land, and which Trotsky rejected with 
smjfn, ' . ' ■

‘f(2J/If the principle of s^f-detor- 
mf/iation is to become solQething mme 

• than diplGmatic jairgon for limperialktic 
. u,#s, oWCflild you advise your Par-fcy, to 1 

support,the irish people, in ■'the event 
of their having 4'^tennined by plebis
cite what form of government^ they de~ 
sire to live' under r'—Vours faithfully,

•"M. MmMAB.A.”

" The iabour Tarty, ■ 

y'-l Victorii.St.; S.W 
^ ■ "S/2/a8.-

" Dear-Bir,-—Ibeplying to ypuir favour,
I beg 'bo iutima'fce that, the position of the 
I.abo ur Farty with 1 regard to the prin
ciple of seK-deteiunination is set out in 
their published Membraildum. ■ The refer
ences to the Irish Convention were the 
expression of my per^hal opinion, having' ■ 

/jregmfrd to the fact that all sections of the I 
u Irish people had accepted the Convention ^ 

as^ a means ,of seourmg a/.seti0.ement .of 
the lrish difficulty which m.i^t be'accept
able 'bo the Irish .peopfe. JDntii we have 
the results of^he Gonveu'fcion by the pro- 

■ duction .of a scheme or t^ adi^iston • of 
'failure, I am’ not'pbepiired to commit my
self as to the next best:step, to be taken 
with a view to the settlement of tliis long- 
s-fcandittg difficulty.^yours • sincerely,

“ ARTHIJE HFNDERSON.’’

Tk the I^ditor ''Irish Dpi^ /
Blr,'r-The man who issues a |mogramjne ■ 

of hi$ Barty aims endor,sing th is pjdnciple 
for* oppressed nations beyond the British 
Sphere of inffiience and denies its apph- 

' cation to nations held in isnbiectian by 
British forc<.s is a lit rival to .that exiiart 
m verbal camouflage, Lloyd George, 
which, perhaps, ap^counts for his relega- 
iion to the doarmat. The Prime Almister 
was not likely to tolerate such a pronods- 
ang star in his own special orbit.

^ Although he falsely asserts to fhe co&-. 
tfary, he is well aware that -the most deff- 
nite,. the largest iwid best oa*ganlsed' seb- 

' tion of , Irish opinion is not represented 
on the Llofyd George' Convention. He 
knows also that this <5ombined Sinn Fein 

' and Labour element has, without qualifl- 
catiom accepted the prindple -to which h^ 
pa^ys lip servicp as • the only basis • u}xm 
which a 'real-peace inth Ireland can be 
Secured,*—:T<nirs tjruly,

‘M., M'NAACARA.

Th© Leader of thq Labour Party,
“ House of OomnJjons, • S.W.

Dear Sir,—-As. your . Party’s ,pro- 
graonme SMXjepts the principle of ;self-de-* 
'fcm'mination -for subject peoples, it. fob. 
lows that. yoiT must consider Ireland m 
a* case 'in |^hit •where it could, be moit 
readily appied.
" According to Press reports you seetrij 

however, to regard the Governmept- 
nomim-to-^ Oonyention - as a fuliilmeait’' of 
this principle in 'tile sense that ‘its de
cision will be representative of tbe na
tional^ will. I ’isliiOiild be obliged if you 
•iV'xll kindly infcriii rne

you are accurately reported

It
FsBEtrm 23',-1918.-^ .... . . ................ , ........ ^ I i

*■ . ' 4

only practical Hung ibis 'Bumble
has done since it was itozninAtod. - Xbtis 
•refreshing to not©, how©v©r/ .that -the 
local Oo!-op0rative Society'has^ offe«^bed'. to 
eoimter this 'p^B^nthxopie -
the Committee by’ • impcwtihg,m3k which 
they sell- (“tibree days p, w©ek> akl /Ip p^-: 

'gallon. ■ ' ^ ‘
{\ I

GORRESPON0ENGE »

# .
' i

}■ '
A PUEGING MEDICINE EEQUIEBD. .

• -To tb.e Fditor "Irish Opinion.” V .

• , We, who live in the cold/black'Kg^’
(Derry), hav e ‘ found'' a tmt, ' number >■ d£ 
citizens^ including a f^. alleged • lab^ 
men, with a tempera'ture, metaphor'icaily 
speaking, reaching about 120 :de^ees;/ia 
the shade.

The cause of this sudden' cHange -was^‘ 
what ? The Town Improvement i Bill ? 
Not at all, it w'as brought . about' by 
political strategists utijisiifg• tb© .paasa^ 
of the Bill for their owto party., puiposesj ^

^,A large body of iVorkers now pMnly , - 
discern • that,- while ^ these old- poMtical 
plafitudes are „non-beneficial • to labburv 

“ they are a' ccntimial menace to ■that soh- 
I dari-t^ and enthusiasm whieh'.is vital ■ tov 

the'lii^ and progress' o the Labour ffiot - 
ment.

Tbe workers would be.well advxsedi to 
reat ■ with silent^ contempt the piffle, 

cant and humbug raised by these .poHfi- 
cal issuegk,^ and Labour leaders, shouM 
make straight, honest and : fearless use 
of •them “for the purpose of showing tiie 
rank and file the hollowness 'and- fallacy 
of ..the old political strife, which‘liasl’sl- ’ 
waj’s; (consciously, or .other'wise) : been‘.111- 
strpm'ental ih dividing thev/orkers pf 
Ireland.

t'/

4
• ^ '*!■ *

Let the workers take special notice of’ 
the economic power Vhich- can' be ’and'Ts/ 
used by-large employers of labour to'en
force ^ their' political views. /

Is it -not pfckf, if'proof Is .retired, 
that,, the’‘possession of ecohoiiiie^power 
c^n win and maintain real polit'icar power: 
for democracy: The Mayor in ;hi$, speech 
at the public meeting held in the GUild^ 
hall /on. the 4th Febrixary,.-'’said/ "The 
workers' will • suffeb, .most,”' ‘He .miglil- 
and G^uid have trutlifuHy said,, the Mr- * 
kers .always suffer most. \ ' "

Where are the meh'iin Derry able and 
willing To administef a . pui^ng medicine 
in , doses large' enough^to. convince’ \the 
citizens that -they must clear out. of .‘the 
Corporation 'the factionists, the capital
ists, the landlord,8, * the owners*bf I f^luin 
proper-ty and other vested'"interests, ;'re- , 
placing 'them with stalwart 'and' power- • 
ful Labour advocates. ■ > ^ "

The medicine, must tnot merely ’be of-.'a 
laxative nature, it .''must cleanse thor- 
‘^'ughly the*minds of the people. ‘

us stand shoulder .'to'.-shoulder, 
working, planning and scheming .td/bring' 
about the social and economic' freedom 
•of our class. .. / '

. ;'h ^ .
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A PRISONERS Memories qi l^toagodh, Wa|».
' ** fiald Jpl, etc, (wtiit Camp, mk-

'■ OP 'prison illnsteafipjBs); Jmt
libhed x/6. By Post '

WAR. • ^

THE ART DEPOT, 6 Mary St, Dublin.
TIABK STOPWEB WHOLES AliE,

Inspiring' bong by Gonntess 
Marcicvicz (Pedi^ted ' to the

BATTLE :^ith photr,s oI J.ames
Ccimolly and Micljadl Mallin, 
Conjplete with Music and Piano 
Score, i/i post'frei:*^, •

•>

HYMN.

< The State, historic tole.•f-
‘‘Anarchist Morality/’

B7 Peter Kropotkiiij ’2(i. each«
The Anarchist Revolutiori/’

B7 Geo. Barrett^ Id- , . ’. ' ‘ »■ '*4 *
“Freedom,” The Anarchist Moiitlilyyld,

Of ail Dublin Kews-agents who solj 
, Socialist -Literature.

)

I

. “TIHORI AGAmi f
Borne weeks go we asked . Mr. Fhigeixe 

MacSweene.T, M.P.S. M.P.SX,
F-S.MTt, -F.I.Orj sDiploiiiias by Bxamiaika/- 

, tip*, to expliain why' he asked an appji- 
cab-t for a sitmtion,- “ if'you are a 
l:»6r oh -the-■'.Oheioists’ Assistants’ Assow 
ciation?” ' ■

.‘Be has^ not hut lio Ixas .
no wed his advertising tm * tlie^ ‘pTesp- '■ ^
notably in Mr. Miitphy’-s press-or^ngiF'^—-'”'....
One of his ettstomers has sent ns a copy- , 
of A, letter recently addressed to Bagcne?

‘ • Uork, .February, HJ-tS. 
beg to enclose' cheque to settle 

account. ' / “
'In ‘a irecent issue of “ Msh 

tl^e ‘Were certain stateinents made, ist 
^ odnseqnenoe of which 1 feel it best "fio ask* 
yon'kindly to' regard ' my - aodonUt as 
dosed.—Jb’aitlifully yours,

Mr, Bugene BfaeSweeny, * *

/

. Socialist Party of Itcland.' *
CwtnAnriAcc'-MA bei|teArin,

(FMimiad hy <lames Connatlyj ,
' Objects

An Industrial Oommonwealtb- iMwsed upon 
common oynOTShip 'of tli© liwid and iUstru- 

• ments of ;production, dietrlliutipn, • and- ex- 
ciLa-nge, wiib. complete ■ .political' and social 
equality, between- tbe sexes. •
PufKls are Urgently: to Propagate

SOGlairsm. ; , . . . .
Sttatenaent of Prinoiplea^drawn up by Jannes 

"Opiinolly and ParticularB of Membhrnbip' 
wilt be eertit- on ^application to , , -

THE SECRETARY S.P. I 
* ■ aoom^^Srv

WBERTY HAUL, DUblLIH^

I.

• ■ »■

I

dur. customers in Dunetdek aro grow
ing in number ilmnks t6 Qomrade 
Byrne’s steady pushing and the . general 
support of the Trade Union rnovoment.

Liberty - Hah went up dozen last 
weak.

Ken mare had another dozen.
E;ttr^pa;reals for Belfast. We could 

do more .business if the I .L ^ P. comrades 
would push. “I.O.’? in .the. yards. It .is 
the light dope for the local Heni'y DuBbs.

Mitchektown drapers .asked for a 
bundle of “Bpecimen’copies,” If you do 
the same, you v/on’t - be refused, 
pay carriage. •

s’

. "A Derry man wants a purgative medi
cine' for .sections of local labour. We pre- 
scrib^-.. increasing doses of “Irish C^i- 
nion.”

We

HOW TO HEbP
. l^yal .‘support,

• ' We a&h^'';our comrades of tlie Trade 
' .Union ■movement last week to give us a 
big’.push. We want this w^k* to ask 
them* to- give us regiilar. support, to order 
them copies'-detoii^tyHdr so many- weeks- 
ffom.ohe newsagent, The^ agent can 
place‘a'firm Order. with ' his wholesale 

" house aud the buyer will- be sure to get 
Ms-^copy. ■■ "

'.This week a number of increased orders 
reachedms .^^'ter the paper was printed 
aliXtook- up. every single.popy. , Wo be
lieve a^ number , of -Dublin refers were 
unable to’’obtain supplies.

^ Bo order early and order in advance.

•

‘ Trade Union Education.
in.. Sootland and- England in rpoent 

years great' progress has been m^e in, 
the; direction of - prdvidii^ • for the mem
bers of unions opportunities of studying 

■"' the ;p|inciples';’and.'history of the working 
class' movem'ent.’ - The Bolshevik -OonBul 
at, Glasgow, John •MacL^n, has
for several years .conducted large classes " 
for the study of economics and industrial 
history. •'' The' Plebs I;eague organises 
classes'' in” 'Bo'uth, Wales ’ and elsewhere 
tHroiighouf Ifegland.;* ’ ‘ ;

^The time'is ripe-for a similar develop-, 
ment herei hut as a- first step we should 
like,*; to ^6 ’in every trades- ckuncil ,and 

' trades, union' 'branch a literature , com
mittee selling', to -the members labour 
papere,' pamphlets books. • *

If the Irish "working class is to pla.y 
its proper, part in the future of the na- 

^ tion it must'educate itself. The, mate- 
riar is to hand. Connolly’s . writings 
alone—alt available in cheap and handy 
foj-m-^constitute • a useful "study 
l^t ..u;p . a. Hterature committee . and to 

.it in business det it secure orders 
wh these books and pamphlets;—

^ .L^OUE, ...IN ;iIlELANp,.l)y James 
Connolly, with introdiicdiion by Eoberb 
Lynd. ,V Cloth^ 4/• or the two parts sepa- 

/. rately.:- ‘
LABQUE IN lElBH HISTORY. 

per,. l/-.„
“BKOONQUEBT OF IEEI^AND. 

per .
THE NEW.EYA’NGEL. ’ Paper, 2d. 

.:BaaiALlaSr;,MADE- easy. Paper, 2d.
.THE LEGACY AND -BONGS ' OF 

FEEEppM. Paper, 3d.
; BLI.OHT,-by “ A. and O.’^ Papei\ 1/-.'
.■HUNGEE, iby Janies Es^. 1/-.
; AN UHSTERMAN FOE IRELAND,- • 

by John Mitchell. 1/-. •
‘‘The Herald” and “Irish Opinion” 

every’weekl , • ‘ *
Other papers might be added to the 

weekly list as , desired-.. All the above 
could be ordered through a local news- i 
agent’dr from the Irish Labour Press. *

course.

Pa-
-V -r

Pa

li W It COOS,
The last minute orders for “Irish 

Opinidu” were somewhat disconcerting.. 
We like to know that every copy printed 
last week was sold.

.' FebbttAR-Y SB, 1918..

The Irish ir&nsport & QenefalWorkers' Union
f

. ^ JFdunded Janaary, isflS.]
Head|OMce liberty Hajl, Dublin.

iJRltatted to tb& Iri’eh Trades tTnion Congraaa »nd Jjiihov.r Party; and with' alj local
Ckjipioils. No. 27S. Approved Society No, 52.

^rpH^S organiiiation wa? establish^ iu order to provide foj* the workers of this )i5otmtr.T 
-L a Trade Union with headquarters Jn Ii^land-’-^having it« -affairs managred'’ and' 

l^ontrollcd by .Irish.-Workers, and dfcs policy and programme based on Irish conditions, . 
Bp as to secure'for all workers in Jreiand higher wages,’^shorter hours, better cpndifcipns 
of employment, improyed housine, ,» higher standard' of Titing, and a fuller .n-nd £fe<^r * 
life for all who lahbnr. . .

V

■j
I
I

5

A Lfve Uni^n for Uvo Werkors.
Forty-flvo ftranohos. ovor 29,eN Morhbors,
Jdin NOW) He who hesitates Is lostn .

If thore is no Branch in your district, write to
THOMAS FORAN, Genef^ ‘ IPresidont, hiberty Hall. Dublin,

f

. A i(S0
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^Liintsy.TT4

THE MARY STREET 

PICTURE HOUSE 
' (The ‘^ Mkry-O.' ) 

Star Pictures Alwb^ys.

THE ELECTRIC THEATRE 
TAIBOT STREET,

Pipst in Dublin
and

still the Best,J
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T?mnm%Y S8, l&lg; .Tt?SS OfCSnOK
1S4

Ko -pi^AntitJi'Oc^
■ptiinii tyfimn ; iit
;A*-Ifi4.uifc* ’06 f€v^ ^A\XfA-m 6i0iin 
et3it> .AS4iiiti ‘Dd’n ^n^t-
fMpgAt 45t}f ^pfO’ll glli C“tt44 5 lllm. Ceif c 
^11 131*6, C^ifC^^A'^ppAity A%n]7,4
teit^it)ij If m6 A t3iof
Ctufe^riti 4n'‘Ctii‘0 *6itiii 6ii4n“-i:ft!t'ni 1 
ii-e46ivAi“6 a6cA C4pAtA.4ii
^OeACAif, cfibc Af ah IiaC IPd^A,
’oeAfniA’OtA A^Ainn, ’o?AfmAt3t4 51aii._

Fidnn A^us tliBbeiibeRS.
iW 6io-nri A.t4f iiA UHCAf te r.-Aifiii

1. tneAHHIAIH tHCC fAdtAlf. Hi t^it>
Aft dtif Af 56 Oif tni ri 05’6 6eAnn c^iin 
*11A 6tiAiiA* . t1i Heot ,t>5i6 66C11A 
iTliOfdAlte hA ‘diiridJi f{'6?5 mAf 6a licd't 
t>o t-tjdc fAdtAif 1 11-Atl6t>.
*6eAf6pi^ 6qiii ill AO Uditt 3t!ft6 iAt)
11A ■p6“‘‘6Aoi-iie '00 „ OeAp . ASHf *00 ,

, 6oifn!6At> 1 tt-ci^AH Oiif iiA .
fd imite :s6Ati Af ciiirhfte Af dftJfrnoif 
int>iii. t5A 'hin'Oefidefis aV 011 h-zac 
^imr A^tjf Oj'SAtf Agiif OiAftnuw. 
O^eAnn A--6uinH mif Aft ftjr.--
|lAt»AfC A^tlf HA fottl If fill’lllA Af 
otVn’itHf l1lAr»AiiiiAiii*

f

OffSAChS '^AR Ttlmis

Af 4H ^tA0i6 eito fs^t, cA
'OfAoi'deAOb iitiA 'AS uHAf 1 n-Aistie 
ttiac fAOtAif fiA^' H^ifeAtiii. Oionn 
oi^AiriAi ‘bfeAgtA ^oA ns^iofAd. If 
SeAt teo tlAifA 11A ;SAoiffe A^tif• Af-uif 
^ite 'oA' 6in6At. CA fiA^-fA11- 06 Tii5ticA0
teo ASHf *06 AtifiA 11A peiiine to,
11A -fiiirifeAfA f6mpA4 51 6eAs
ATI CfAOt: A 61 Of AOA OftA 1 fS^AtlltoOll
hA r. OfittoO’C S6 f6i tt. t) 101111 fsfi6- 
HOOIft UaOo fAOtAlf ^ fO^^OlfCAtt. - 1 
Ol'OtlH f6 *00 fllftieAd OftA'CASAlfC X>0 
*6§A11A6i *00 ftJtlAI 11A tneAHtllAll/ f
t)o-gei6ifri tocc fidf dfi^A tiimo fm. 
if 1tiltlt>*o6l6 A fttlll t>0 OllAOOfSAOl tOAO 
A-gUf t)0 6d11Af>. tOfCAHAd, S^Altj-Uf 
6 COfgAlte, AStlf A S66-tA01fl ilAO 

’D'ClOCfA’D f1At> OlflHIlAO *00 fSOAttirOOC
Astif "o’AtifiAiitiioOt: A^Hf *o’6pop0e t
lliof OAS ah lAOCAfi 11*'6l’O'CeA0C f 11111 ^ V ’ 
AStJf iiA pOiriiie:* — . ‘ - • .

eAOCfAl Af IHtSIf HA IneAHHlAH flOlf 
' AStif 1 'I>€if 11A ii Os f6in : ‘ f rAip AtA f 
Aft>-AUHlAtlll •’ 11 AC .Oftil 11 A ^1111'A La
OttAlLCO tnill ? Ol|t HAC tOlf ‘0611111 
S,0 6ftlii AHAHIA 0l6fe ,*1 •n^AOHAOt
to HiAHi Citin 5if (Sf flO An AtAif a'l 
An 'pAif) ,AS' *6fnirooAitiAinc; ■ ae h-a 
tiTMOAf CcAtlA f^-ITl'^ A 0'1'r.l
iiA 6f6“pA0ine ! . ■ ’

' ■ ) -1111)1   Ii'iii ■ I'.iiiiiir';'» I II Ii'ii'-rn    '  .................... —■■■'''''ii

.itpAE’TMENTiS ftirnisUeft ivitli Ar^TfL^mit 
at1>ex).-I.&b.ce ■and board, Wfell y^Aomm^-ndfed.
7 Balnifin'stott Blacb, ’Broadstona. ■

* ijRAoroneM?;: noA.
I4 iiAin f*.. 0 Emin

tiom f^m ,$0 mime
^ tomAfOA f jAniitjfo6oA t ii6ifiiiii te- 

' . imH -HA1HeAlSOn*A01feA11^ HA mAnAlg 

ffim 6t“oif An“ttJ5tA *D’tiAtiiiiiip6t;
1-L-fg6Atj^A--fA;'-ieA6Af 

A^tif' A teitOm ; .fsPAtrA 1 ^ *00^16 
ftAfbog A^ttf IHAHAO A^tlf 6AII flAgAtOA 
k^tlf AOHAfAll IIAOriltA^' CtHiW 1 

^ont *^611041 *dA fAl5 1’ 11*0411
. 'oo’n 1^611111 Af A 111610*6 coffintii . “1 

fAttfiAin t«6ofiAif ■■Ui1''A0i6inii lAig- 

eAtip*’’^ 111 fAi6 cbofA Le L6lf-ifiA6ctiAl6 
pfoiteAO trif iiA iiAoifi6 ii*o* .

■ r ■

te1«.

. '0m
BELFAST INBIPEHBENT 

LABOtIR FABTY,
■ Btmday, itth Babyiiarr.
\LABOXJB.,HALL/ 77a. Victoria St, ~
3.0 Kr. A. Edbertson, M.A.. G-las^ow.

. .Subject—‘^Beoomtfactim.-*
7.0J. McOrUitieas.

Bnbaect---''7?]i-o Sfcate arid dnsbice/*
. Hall. Bangley' Street (off ’Beimant St.f
.7.30 .iti.-*--‘^A&p^set8 of tbft War.”'

AC IT4TE* ED UC ate* 0 B 13 A N I Z E.

• An bPteon l^im
, t)! BO. mAtt. 46 6a di6f .ah'. tfHA 

fAf teAH CHtnAtH5ifi ctifoo Aifite 
‘O’feAtifA161IA60 ABHf ‘0’fltl06c l^AOItl-' 
4^111 ‘O’eAtA'OAinj B4h 6a€A’6 te 
fiAHpTB^AUllOCC* ilAf Ifl6f AH ft4*0 6 

bplAOPlI fOlH 116 bptdOlHOf 
- fj&tH 6ei6^io4f *001100116 110 fi6

fe4UfAiH *00 66a6 ieAt 06 liAiBeAHOA
pAltllOII?....ah

t)0

Ua

3Bt4CjbCi,i jCiyislit ■ S^i:iL^i,o
Irish falerat, gpintufig Wheel, Jiarp d-iid Fapoy Cos-jtox^’-s, 
Old or faded Photos copied, ‘ Enlaijgcnicabs from 5s..eeA6uAjL_^’Oio6 ?

* t:‘“6iB0Af 6a 166 6fi t>4f eifig 1 H^ifiHH 
fffjA iiieA6on“Aoiin6 ^1* ieln Bcootif'^ 
^fipBOHA, fA IajOIOH *00 fiOUl f6 A 

4,6111*0 4H-*d6tB Ldoria
f^AltfArhHAOO flof“*60116111 te.ii-^'l^H
vilf'^AHHAO te ttllH HA tj-AOIfeAHH. 6p. 
l^lfCA'O g4C*6ltB Af AH ‘'4eH6lf

■ oe" t)eiiBitltif f0116 A.t).‘1400, a6 ah
fH’O 1f^ feAttfAHlAH*6A *04 6fHlt AHH (l 
teAOAf A VI.)'f454*6 aihaO 6,

THlTCBMTEAt ^STtJDIOS,

13 North Earl Stfeetj Dublin.
■ ' ' 1, V ■ ' 'feTABUSHED '2$ TeARS,

WOEKERS !

EDUCATEM

“ FREEDOM’S ROAD FOR IRISH 
WORKERS.”—By EonWd.

A PRBA FOR ’ SOOrAL ESlANCSFA- 
MON IN- lEEhAND.”—By Ro-to

“ SGOtAIASM MADE • EAST.”—By 
James Gowiolly..

■ —■■* ■
■Sid,- each, post -fr««.

cz
UAinsa AR lARRAibh.

1>4t4 flti'0604 610*6 H16IHH 4BHf teif-
111460H4i6 114 6^1f 641111 11lf 114 HieA‘60H-
4C-Iin6 C4 fiOttilAf 6fiOl64f' to, IH61HH
4BUf t^lf-flAOCHAlil H4 1l1o*D6lte, Agtlf 

‘ lOHtOA Ht*6 ’nAf feAHOtlf 1140rilt4 041*0 
’• co-jMiit te fif6411114 t)4Hue#,- . 46 niof 

f4 6^0*914 Aon, tite *00 61
fdOlteAC *Ol4rrCfAOtf46 *0i,t“6At46AH'C4 

fiOliilAf 4f HOf .il*D41f ' 114
‘‘ t)!VIH4 Cdmi4e*oi4' 11ii4i.f *00 610*6 
1110111H H4 1l6lf641111 1411“6'=*0 AJjHf 4H 

. g4%6itB 1 n'”4ft)“feiitt nf 6106 4f 

rf«A\itt\e4C4 tAn-'oitif ‘04 • “ rinfcAf
lilt teAcrA. feinif f6~4ef4c iiAif,‘fo-
fiiiftmAO .‘iiAtf 6116, 504546^0 iriinic. •

', jiAnnuisehs Anis.
6l4f fin f6iii *61 fi“t;f6it.e 4

*qt.f 6i"te, ABHf 'f6d64f All tiOflOOc 64 
6ttHiAf46 4 fAotAf ‘oe 6111611 eABfHlA
t^fiiA tiom 5411 ii-ji moAnniA *00 6ei6. 
06 6e0*646 AKttf *00 6106 4 HieAHHlA*. 
fAH, tftiA lioin bah fimiHie a 6316 
C6 ’OOIH'HH Af fBeAtlliAOC A^f

V ^ ^

I

‘*C HR IS TIB’S”. LABOUR 

SHOP, "
^ f DUBLIN.

M OR
BREAD. AND UROCEBIES
...........    ^     • • • - - I ■■ ■iinTrTT~’^. A-

‘ «

FOR THH- WORKERS
At the Lowest Possible Cost 
““Can only be'secarnd' by--^

CO-OPEMATIOH in tMr p‘ure6ase.Oisjn m mlJuehc*
\’S64*6, bo nifeAc. HoHidfof tnoc 

fAOtAlf, OlflH IIA 6f6*^640in6, OAlHillt) 
4B fAtiiiiiit: ^teo. yti4'0tJiBe4‘6,1l6ter.6 
HA fAOtfHice, ’fO “iHn, xJkitteAOG 4 
fAOBAii; C4 ah 0601*0 Af fittbAt 50 
*0146 4f A fom- til 54 te “ lloniefof ” 
6ei6 ‘ha tofO B *01:1 14 114 t)H4i*0e. 
45tlf *04t4 “ Olfin ’’ 4‘f 1401 4 ftlH-

!i|,|iiil.ilii(lliiii»ji.i:)l!ii||i.»»W»i|.i!il)»

Caii at any of dur BrAncHcs and 
test os for Ooality and Value.

iSMSTRiAi mnumt seciin
(DUBLIN). LTD.

• ! 7 Annesliey Bridge Rd.,
32 Dfuthcondra Rd.,

132 Thuraas St.,, 
19 Bath St.,

4f 62 Sitric Rdad.
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you yet txxed the ,
HATIONAI. LAUNDRY CO.?
If not, you will he well adYised to do so# 
Poftage w%y on Oonutfy P»xeel«4

NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO., ,
60 South Wiillam Street, DUBW^,

whgos were advRueed from 2$$. for a 60 
hour week io 32s» for 64 hourg..

TREASURE TBOYE.
Passages pf Vxo^t and Poetry. CJiosen hy G. M' 
GIBSON.’ as. net; cloth,'3s. 6d. net*, postage 3^.'

‘ Alms at illnstrating- the life o£ Man m passages, 
from -the literature of jnany c^turies. It taRes. 
aqCQTOt of the einotional and xhtellectttalMstory.Qf 
the individ^iai and of those prohleniS of ednoatioa, 
amVof social and poKtioal reforta which, recur la 
all ages.

THE WIDE GARDEN
Aud other Poems*

By Herbert Tremaine, Author of «The Feet of 
the Young Men” Cloth, 3s. nef ■ /'Havea 
pleasant touch of Irish humour, but the s^iore 
characteristic, go in largely woving strums of an. 
eloquent standard Enghsh, They ^ve mus^l 
•voice to a feeling of thedeso2afion-u£ isar-tiaier'

. The Sccisrnm ' .

FOR UBERTY#
. ‘ An Aulhoiogy*

ed. net; postage id. , .
mines have been worked to make tiua amajZHig 
ejicyclopse<ha. The host minds of ah the ceatdrjics 
here speak as one man, as the mind of 
huroanity, ’

More than 200 literary

THE MEN WHO DARED,
r -

The Story of an Adventure. By STANtRY B 
jambs, is. net; postage 'Hie stow and tje 
defences of Conscientious Objectors, ihuStrated by 
quotations from letters'written by C.O/s in guard'- 
rooms, prisons, or on Idhrneys, ' '

LON0ON
C. W. Daniel, htd., 3 Tudor St., B.C. 4*

f;

IRISH OmiOH ■Fbeexjaby 2S, 1918.
uiTblu for the ■^ampliiots. pi© pamj^lets 
are e^oelleat m iheir^ way, atid were used 
with good effect iu the pirls’ hattl©
agaiust the^ firm before OhriiStoas! •

The 'Irish hUibour. Party, tbirough the 
mouth of its ohiairttLari, ixas (rejiudiated 
Arthur Heuderson^s at-titude ou the Lloyd 

■ George Conveution, but his voice o<mld 
scarcely reach from the ACausiou-House 
to Cork iu these days of. ceB^ers, At all 
evesits, Tadhg ought to' kuow very well 
that the Irish Lq^bour; Party was not re- 
preseuted at the British Labour' Party^3 
Qanference at Nottaugham. Certaiu re
presentatives of the’Irish Labo-ur Party, 
were sent to meet the Ooutiueutal and 
Interuatioual delega-tep to the Confer
ence, and did meet them. 
Nottingham- The . ^nature of ' the 
meeting was »explained (byo abun
dantly, J thought!) in a recent Irish 
Opinion./ On the Irish question the 
Irishmen (and many Bogl shmeh) were 
not ‘^‘good hoys/’ nor did; they' *^keep 
Quieti’''—Tours, ,

. OATHAL O’SHAKNOlSf^.» •

notes from KERRY.
Workers’ Ropresemation. . ”

Tralee workers failed in getting dmect 
reprs'sentatiou on the Urban Council at 
the last meeting of that body. An official 
of the Trades Council was .put forward tor 
co-option but received only 2 votes. Now

■ that the workers are well organised it is 
confidently expected that the majority,, if 
not all, oi that class-selfish-body, Tralee 
Urban Oouncil, will ‘^walk the plank”

^ at the next election and that Labour •re
presentatives will, as they ,axe entitled" 
to, take the place of .shopkeeper repre- 
seBtatives,

. ... Ml, 1.1

eierks organisittg,
Kemarkablo is .the only wa^ to-descxibe 

the big’inorease'in membership as dis- 
closed in the annual report of. the work
ing of Tralee Bxancli.Brapors ^.d Allied'. 
Trades Assista-nts Union, aUsthe houses 
being well organised save one hardwaire 
firm. -There is not a single assistant of 
this firm's in the .association, an^ h is 
hard to understand how/they, af‘^^ 4^^ far

■ forgetful of their duty to": themselves, 
their class, and their country as to re
main in these days of enlightenment out
side its ranks. Substantial advance-s in, 
salaries have been obtained • through the 
iustriimentality of the Union, and in .all 
ways 1917 has been a. successful year for

■the branch. ’ ^

at

TRANSPORT UNION IH
duncaRvan.

^ 'Waterford Oounty is coming well into - 
line with the Labour movement and here 
again the Irish Transport Union is the 
pibneeir in organisation. In the very pro- 

- gressive town of. Dungarvan, thanks to 
the energy of/Mr.' L.- A, Veale and a will
ing’ band of helpers, a strong branch of. 
the Union has been established and Bun- 
garvan bids fair to rival Bandon in its 
thoroughness.

In Bungarvan people of different views 
and even of different classes have wel
comed the coming of the Union, and with 
the goodwill of the-whole community and 
the loyalty of the workers, .the Bungar- 
van branch is already making ' sure of. 
success.

Frofiteei’mg. • . g
'Quite a number of pirofiteering grc^e-rs 

have been fined what were comparatively 
small isums for overcharging .and short 
weights hi Tralee, It is hoped the new 
food inspector will conUuue discharging 
his. duties on behalf of the long-*snffering 
poor of the town, which he has begun so 

TvflL High prices and poor quality in 
. food^ are met everywimre by the worker 
' and do not make his yr her lot an enviable 

one, but when these are reinforced’ by the 
•profiteer, the-Situation -calls for drastic 

In Killarhey prosecution.s have 
also been brought, but the traders there 

. have succeeded in getting postponements 
on tw'o or three occasions, 'JBillamej'’ ha« 
started to- deal with the food shortage 
question and Tralee has now fallen into ' 
line by appointin.g a'Food Conservation, 
C'ommittee, in which Trades Odun oils' re- 
presentatiyos are ■co-operating 'with Sinn 
Fein merchants and local ^ clergy. (The
committee is late -in 'starting, „but better 
late, than never.

' PROGRESS OF LABOUR IN 
TIPPERABY, ^ ■

A few ’Of the victories gai-fiecl by Tip
perary Workingmen’s Benefit and Pro
tective Society this year:—

At the Tipperary Gas Works^ the yard- 
had ■'24‘s. per week and the stokers 

35s., but in two 'Weeks the stokers ishould 
work 145 Iwurs. Now all is changed, for 
tlie present, rat© is'—Yardmen, 37;S'. per 
week of 60 hours; i5tcikers,,.45s. per vreek 
of 60 hours, O'Vertime pro rat$<.

vMqssirs. Suttons, Ltd., coal merchants'. 
—Their men had SOs. per week and a half 
■holiday; .shoxikl they. work the Kalf-hoU- 
day they would get 2s. extra; no time 
limit at night. They asked the society 
for help, with the result; that they are 
paid 30s. per week and a half-holi'day; 
should they work .the half-holiday they 
.get 4s. 'for it; and a seven’ o’clock stop, 
gr overtime.

Mr. L. J . Dalton, corn and coal mer
chant, was paying his men 25s. per -week 

. and -half-holiday, or 2s: if they^ worked it; 
no special time 'fco stop at night. Now 
he pays 32s. 6d. x>er week, 4s. for halB 
holiday, if they work, and -a iseten o’clock 
•stop. • ^ .

Bi,

action.

men

TEALY.
' f«i

GLAREy OOBK ANO HOTTINCHAS^.
A Fir Fagair,-—^It would be unfair both 

to Irisih Opinion ” and to_ its readers 
(and critics!) to l<^t th© articles in last 

-w’eek’s issue, by F. Guff and Tadhg d© 
Barra, pass without the correction of cer- 

, ' rain errors in point, of facts into v’hich 
their 'wiiters have fallen.

V U....... _©ague in Oork has 
hlets through Bur- 

o©ir*fc Co., or through any other fiirm for 
’ that matter. Buroell <fe Co. are the prin

ter 4, and one , of the fims pubhshmg the 
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